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NEWS
Perris Chorus Performs for Presidential Inaugural Celebration

T

he Perris Church of Christ chorus,
under the direction of minister Curtis
McCullom, was invited to sing for one of
the presidential inaugural celebrations on
January 20, 1997. "This is a real honor and
the glory goes directly to God," McCullom
responded. This honor came as a result of
the chorus winning first place at the highly
competitive "MacDonald's Gospel Fest"
held in December at the Los Angeles
Shrine Auditorium. Named the "Perris
Singers," this 40-member chorus is, "an
incredibly talented group of people,"
McCullom said.
One of their singers, Lula Lollis, can
sing as low as any male bass in the chorus.
Lollis1 solo and a solo by McCollum while
the chorus was being directed by Shirley
Coates, brought the Perris Singers to the
top. The presidential inaugural committee
heard the chorus' 1996 cassette, "To the
Glory of God" and immediately invited
them to perform.
The trip to Washington D.C. was a
"chance of a lifetime," one member said.
"These are primarily blue-collar workers,"
McCollum explained, "so many of them
borrowed money or asked for help from
relatives and friends to raise the money for
the trip." Their repertoire included
patriotic songs as well as spirituals and
hymns.

During this trip, the Perris Singers also
sang for an audience of 300 at the 16th and
Decatur Church of Christ in Washington
D.C. The ambassador of Rwanda, the
Excellent Theogene Rudasingwa, and his
embassy staff attended the concert. He was
so impressed by the music that he is
making plans to visit the church in
Riverside.
The Perris Church of Christ, which has
grown from 40 to 450 members in six years,
started mission efforts in war-torn Rwanda
through one of their members, Dr. Cherry
Houston. Dr. Houston, who runs the "4D
Success Nursing Academy" in the Inland
Empire, used her expertise in health care to
help the congregation provide training for
nurses and to improve health care facilities
in Rwanda. The Perris Church is also
committed to improving the educational
opportunities in this impoverished nation.
The Perris Singers are planning a
national concert tour to raise money for
this mission work. They appeared in
Anaheim on March 1 as the half-time
program for the Harlem Globetrotters.
For more information on the singers or
the ministry to Rwanda, contact Curtis
McCollum at (909) 657-5433 or FAX
(909) 657-2803.
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LIFESTYLE
Wrestling Coach Guides Team to State Title
by Bonnie Miller

V

ancouver, Washington—"He looks
like Uncle Festus from the Addams
Family," complains his wife Dixie. But her
complaint is only half-hearted. How
strongly can you object to your husband's
shaved head when it's the "badge of honor"
given to the coach by his team after
winning the Washington State Wrestling
Championship for AAA high schools?
Ralph Bever, deacon for the last four
years at the Vancouver (Washington)
Church of Christ, began wrestling while he
was in high school during the early 70s.
After placing ninth nationally in his senior
year, he went on to wrestle for Southern
Oregon State College. He was ranked
fourth nationally in free-style and third in
Greco-style wrestling when he suffered his
career-ending injury during his sophomore
year. When he and Dixie and their two
c h i l d r e n , Joe and Ashti, moved to
Vancouver in 1985, Ralph began
volunteering as an assistant wrestling
coach at Evergreen High School. Seven
years ago he took over as head coach and
each year his team has qualified for the
state tournament in the Tacoma Dome.
Last year one of Ralph's wrestlers won an
individual state championship title, but it
wasn't enough points to give the team title
to Evergreen. This year two individuals
won titles in their classes and, combined
with other place winners, enabled the team
to win their first state team championship
in the school's history.
Ralph's
coaching
and
job
responsibilities don't leave him with much
free time.
As supervisor of the
maintenance department of the Evergreen
School District, which includes 17
elementary schools, 4 junior high schools,
2 senior high schools, an a l t e r n a t i v e
learning center and a vocational skills
center, plus administrative facilities, he is
on-call even after he finishes his regular
work day. He then spends several hours
every afternoon from October to February
at wrestling practice. His has a very

Coach Ralph Bever's shaved head is a badge of
honor for winning the state AAA Championship.

"hands-on" type of approach to coaching
which means he's usually down on the mat
with the boys, wrestling with them and
showing them how to improve their
technique.
But more than just teaching his
wrestlers maneuvers, Ralph instills in them
the better qualities of respect, responsibility
and reverence. Coach Bever enforces strict
rules concerning grades, attendance,
speech and attitude. More than a few
young men have been cut from his team
due to unacceptable conduct. He knows
that winning on the wrestling mat is not
really a victory if the attitude is wrong. "I
want the kids to get more out of the
program than just wrestling skills," Ralph
said. "I want them to learn things that will
help them in life. And wrestling is one of
those sports that parallels life—you get out
of it what you put into it."
Some of the boys in the Vancouver
church's youth group are also on Ralph's
wrestling team and they attest to his
concern for each of his wrestlers. "He's
tough, but he's fair," said sophomore
wrestler Tim Roberts. "He makes you want
to work really hard so you can do your best.
1 appreciate Coach Bever because he's a
good coach, but also because he doesn't let
any bad language be used and he enforces
the rules fairly."
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Ralph's coaching standards reflect his
personal convictions. Ralph grew up in
Reedsport, Oregon, where his dad was an
elder in the church.
Around the
Vancouver church, Ralph is known and
loved by the teenagers where he has
assisted three youth ministers over the past
12 years. He and Dixie have chaperoned
retreats, helped plan lock-ins, gone on
mission trips and helped at youth rallies
including the Northwest's largest annual
youth event, "Faith Quest." Ralph and
Dixie are both currently serving as team
leaders in a new small group ministry
among the Vancouver teens.

Coach Bever teaches fairness as well as skill.

When asked how he felt about winning
the state title, Ralph replied, "It's the
neatest feeling I've ever had, short of
marrying my wife or having my kids. I'm
proud of the fact that we've never had a
losing season, but the most important thing
to me is to have an influence on young
men's lives."
Ralph's shaved hair will grow back and
the thrill of the championship will fade
into memory. But the lessons learned from
a Christian coach with a genuine love and
concern for his team members will last a
lifetime.

YOUTH MINISTRY
"So Much to Do, So Little Time!" — The Challenge of the Volunteer Youth Worker
by Randy Gill
t t0 d SOMETHING
°
\Y7 e>
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with our teenagers!" they said.
Josh and Laura had been attending the
Downtown Church of Christ for a little
over a year when the elders requested a
meeting with them.
"Kids today are facing temptations we
never dreamed of at their age," said
Brother Taylor. "If our church doesn't start
some kind of youth ministry, we may just
lose our young people."
"Lots of other churches in town have
some kind of program," said Brother
Johnson. "We should too."
Josh was a teacher at a local high
school. Laura worked for an architectural
firm. They had been married two and a
half years and had no children.
"That's why we wanted to talk to you,"
continued Brother Taylor. "You're both
young. The kids like you. You'd be
perfect."
"Of course," Brother Johnson said
quietly, "We don't have any money . . ."
How to address the challenge of
establishing an effective youth program on
a limited budget is a problem faced by
church leaders all over America. As
desirable as a full time youth minister
might be, the funds needed for such a
position are not always available. Without
the resources to hire someone to work
specifically with young people, many
congregations have come to rely on
volunteers like Josh and Laura to oversee
the youth activities in their church.
Although such an arrangement can
often be quite successful, there are some
inherent challenges in a youth program
administered entirely by volunteers. For
many like Josh and Laura, guilt and a sense
of inadequacy are constant companions.
Comparisons with full time youth ministers
and established programs are inevitable.
"If only 1 could do more," they think. "1
just don't have enough time to do this
properly!" With these feelings come

unspoken questions like "Are we really
helping these kids?" or "Am I
accomplishing anything at all?"
At times like this, volunteers need to
recognize that, although their resources
and abilities may differ from full time
ministers, their programs can still
effectively address the most significant
needs of their teenagers.
In his recent book "The Religious Life
of Young Americans," George Gallup Jr.
identified several basic needs shared by the
young people he interviewed.
An
effective youth ministry, whether full time
or volunteer, will focus on these critical
issues.
Teenagers need to believe that life is
meaningful and has a purpose.
Contrary to the popular depiction of
teens as "slackers," a generation
characterized by the expression "whatever,"
most young people are anxious to find their
"place" in the world. They are anxious to
discover meaning and purpose in a culture
that often seems to lack both. As part of
the research for Merton Strommen's
ground breaking book, "The Five Cries of
Youth," teenagers were offered a choice of
forty opportunities a church might offer its
young people. The chance to find
meaning in life was their number one
answer. Unfortunately, many young people
consider churches boring, unfulfilling, and
irrelevant. In Gallup's poll, a high
percentage of kids believed that "most
churches and synagogues are not effective
in helping people find meaning in life."
Psychologist Erik Erikson states that the
primary goal of adolescence is "to come to
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know what one is about." One of the
fundamental objectives of any youth
ministry should be to address that hunger to point out, in a relevent and convincing
way, the meaning that can be found in a
life of obedience to Jesus Christ.
Teenagers are looking for a sense of
community and deeper relationships.
Many of today's teenagers, like their
parents, feel alienated and lonely. They
live in a world that stresses self reliance
and individualism. They spend much of
their time alone, in front of a television or
computer screen. Yet, three out of four in
Strommen's survey said they wanted to be
part of a caring, accepting group. Young
people desperately need a "safe place"
where they can be themselves without fear
of being ridiculed or discounted. Teenagers
want and need relationships. One of the
most important functions of any youth
ministry is to facilitate such relationships.
It is important to remember, however, that
developing meaningful relationships takes
time. Especially for a volunteer, the
commitment necessary can be a bit
daunting. When teenagers give an adult
their trust and friendship, it can be
devastating if that person suddenly quits,
however valid the reason might be.

Volunteers need to seriously and
prayerfully consider this commitment
before beginning their involvement with a
youth group. Realistic expectations up
front can prevent real frustration further
down the line. When it comes to time,
even a little over the long haul can be
worth more than a lot in a short period.
Teenagers need to be appreciated and
they need to be loved.
The single most significant struggle
identified by the youth in Strommen's
study was w i t h poor self image. The
teenagers he interviewed wanted
desperately to "take off their masks" and
"be real." Most, however, were afraid that
such self disclosure would be met with
rejection and disapproval. The teen years
are often accompanied by insecurity and
self doubt. A youth minister who is really
sensitive to teenagers will look for ways to
offer them unconditional acceptance and
love. Even something as simple as
knowing a person's name or making eye
contact when someone is talking can
communicate to that person that they are
valued by someone else. Showing an
interest in their activities and hobbies,
their likes and dislikes, their favorite
musical groups or movies is a powerful way
of expressing acceptance and love. An
effective youth worker is always looking for
unique gifts and talents within the youth
group and is anxious to recognize the
accomplishments of its members. A youth
program that radiates the unconditional
love and acceptance of Jesus Christ will

have a profound attraction for today's
teenagers.
Teens need to be listened to and heard.
There are few things in life as
frustrating as the feeling that someone is
not paying attention to what you're saying.
Teenagers frequently feel that adults are
not "tuned in" to them. Whether at home
or in church, many young people feel
invisible. Their ideas and opinions are
seldom sought and frequently ignored. An
effective youth worker will seek out
opportunities to listen to teenagers, to
show a genuine interest in their world and
try to understand their culture, to ask for
their ideas and opinions, and to
demonstrate that they are taken seriously.
Adult volunteers are sometimes
reluctant to do this for fear they'll seem old
fashioned or out of touch. For the most
part, however, if an adult is open and
genuine, teenagers are often surprisingly
willing to talk to them about their lives.
This is especially true when the adult offers
understanding rather than judgement.
Today's world is very different from the one
most volunteers experienced as teenagers.
It can be easy to over-react when listening
to modern teens talk about contemporary
struggles. Most teenagers need someone to
listen - not to condemn.
Teenagers need practical help in
developing a mature faith.
G a l l u p discovered that the closer
people feel to God, the better they feel
about themselves. An effective youth
ministry will look for ways of challenging
young people to explore their relationship
with God. Teenagers need to know that
faith is never inherited, and that their
personal "walk" will often be difficult. A
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youth group should be exposed regularly to
people who demonstrate a mature faith and
are willing to talk about their journeys. An
effective youth minister will look for
models and mentors from within the adults
of the congregation. Older couples might
be invited to speak to the teens about the
challenges of marriage. Adult men could
be encouraged to teach a class for teen boys
about the importance of being godly men.
Teenagers respond best to youth workers
who are willing to share their own struggles
and to say "I'm not perfect."
What today's teenagers need most are
people who have found a meaningful
identity in life and who are willing to share
themselves with others. What's important
is not necessarily a degree in youth
ministry, as helpful as that may be, or a full
time position. What a teen wants is a
warm relationship with a concerned
person. Youth programs led by volunteers
are not always "flashy" but they can be very
effective. Servants like Josh and Laura do
themselves a disservice when they compare
their work to that of a full time youth
minister. Guilt undermines effectiveness.
Young people will understand and accept a
volunteer's limitations if they are confident
of the worker's love and commitment to
them. The most important function of
anyone who works with young people is to
communicate to them that they are
important, that they are loved, and that
there is a place for them in the kingdom of
God. Whether the messenger is a full time
minister or a volunteer with an abiding
love for teenagers, the message is the same.
California Youth Rally Dates:
May 16-18
Westside Church of Christ, Bakersfield
(805)831-4460
June 27-29

Mission Viejo Church of Christ
(714) 582-2650
Aug 30 - Sept 1
Campbell Church of Christ

(408) 378-4900

TRIBUTE
A House United
by Curtis Barbarick

M

any are called by the spirit of
adventure, but few have chosen to
follow. Andy House is one of the few. In
1947, Andy came to the west coast on the
wind of adventure to broaden his horizons,
his education, and the Lord's church. The
west would remain his home and walking
with God would be his adventure. Andy
knew well the importance of the church to
God: it cost Christ's life. Andy was
determined to give his life to it.
But it was not an adventure he would go
on alone. After two years at FreedHardeman College, Andy preached in
Keyes, Oklahoma. He left to pursue his
education at George Pepperdine College.
That, coincidentally, was also the
destination of a certain young lady from
the congregation in Keyes, Opal Young.
The two were married in 1943 by Hugh
Tiner, then president of Pepperdine, in his
home.
Andy and Opal graduated together from
Pepperdine in 1946 and began their
ministry in Banning, California. In 1948
they moved to New Deal, Texas, to serve
the Lord's church, only to discover that
Andys lungs were allergic to a permanent
fixture in west Texas—cotton. So, after
just one year in Texas, the two were off to
Denver, Colorado.
Andy preached in Denver for three
years at the West Cedar congregation. It
was in Denver that he came to know and
be greatly influenced by Elbridge Linn. To
Andy, Elbridge was the prototype of a
minister of God, combining good Biblical
scholarship with a warm personality. Years
later, the same words would be spoken
about Andy.
The Houses felt the westward call again
and moved to Sacramento in 1950. There
they served the Central Church of Christ
for eight years. The west coast had always
held a certain attraction and challenge.
The Houses went on to serve in
congregations in East Oakland, South

Andy and Opal House

Hayward, and Portland. Andy had
previously preached
in Tacoma,
Washington, during an interim period away
from Pepperdine.
In 1967 Andy and Opal moved from
the bustling east bay to the northern
California farming town of Chico. There
had previously been a division in the
Church of Christ in Chico, and Andy had
hopes of being a reconciling factor. In
1969 Andy took on the a d d i t i o n a l
responsibility of serving as an elder.
Finally in 1969, serious discussion
ensued regarding the two groups reuniting.
Many obstacles had been overcome, but
one still remained. Each congregation
currently had a minister. "Who would be
the preacher when this merger occurred?"
Andy and Opal had, for some time,
been discussing the difficulties their moves
had brought about. They no longer wanted
to move. Chico was their home. The
Chico church was their home. But the
merger seemed at an impasse until this
matter was resolved. Andy's ministry was
important to him, but so was the unity of
God's people.
Finally, Andy declared that if the
problem of two preachers was the only
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matter separating the two groups, then he
would resign. And resign he did. The two
groups did unite as a result of Andy's
action, and the memory of a divided
church is nearly gone 25 years later.
But what of Andy House? Andy faced a
new frontier. It was the new world of a
career change at the age of 49. But Andy
entered this frontier as he had before—
walking with God.
After his resignation from the preaching
position, Andy pursued a career in real
estate. He sold real estate in and around
Chico until he retired in 1996. That was
the same year that he and Opal were
honored by Pepperdine University as 50
year graduates.
But Andy has never retired from serving
as an elder. Despite having been diagnosed
with Parkinson's Disease in 1991, Andy has
been a consummate servant of the Lord
and His people in Chico. He still follows
after a dream he first began pursuing in
Chico in 1971. The dream of the unity of
the church as his Lord had prayed in John
17. The dream of "a house united."
Pacific Church News encourages all
Churches of Christ in the United
States and Canada to take part in
Manna International's

Day of Prayer and Fasting
June 8, 1997
Churches of Christ around the
world join hands in prayer and
fasting for those in need. Manna
International suggests that we set
aside time for prayer, skip at least
one meal, and give a special
contribution for those in need.
For more information, call

(899) 253-2420.
Or send contributions to Manna
P.O. Box 3507, Redwood City,
California 94064.

PROFILES
Ted and Jill Wilson Begin a
New Ministry in Lompoc
ed and J i l l
Wilson from
Caldwell, Idaho
began their work
with the Lompoc
Church of Christ
on June 23, 1996.
The Wilsons had
worked with the
Ted Wilson
Albany
Street
Church of Christ in Idaho since 1989. Ted
grew up near Sacramento in a preacher's
family, and he met his wife, Jill, in a
congregation near Modesto. After they
married, Ted went into business for 12
years. The Wilsons were active in the
Albany Street congregation, so when they
needed an interim preacher, Ted and two
other men volunteered. After eight years
of part-time ministry and full-time business,
Wilson chose to minister full-time. The
Wilsons continued their work at Albany
Street for seven more years before they
moved to Lompoc. The 200 member
Lompoc Church of Christ is a m u l t i generational congregation. "There is so
much love here," Jill Wilson commented.
The Wilsons have two children, Jeff, 15,
and Jodi, 13.

T

Temecula Welcomes Doug
and Julie Cole
^fifj^^
U
• ^-, .

r^oug
\\

Cole,

•L' former youth
minister for eight
years at the Culver

Christ, has begun
his work as the
pulpit minister at
Temecula. Cole
Doug Cole
and his wife, Julie,
also worked with
the Costa Mesa congregation from 19791988. Doug and Julie met while students at
LCU where Doug received a B.A. in youth

ministry. They have four children: Brian 11,
Amanda 9, Jennifer 7, and Katie Beth 2.
Currently, Doug is completing work for his
M.S. in Ministry at Pepperdine.
Temecula is a fast growing bedroom
community of younger families. The
congregation began ten years ago, meeting
in homes, and now has about 200 members.
The church meets in an industrial building,
but they have purchased property and
recently held a prayer service on the
property where they hope to build. The
congregation is putting a major emphasis on
youth programs, utilizing Doug's extensive
experience in youth ministry.

Laureen Henegar Serves
in Church Sponsored
Health Program

S

teve
Kay,
minister for
the
Redlands
Church of Christ,
reports that the
R e d l a n d s
congregation has
a p p o i n t e d
registered nurse
Laureen Henegar

Laureen Henegar,

to the volunteer
position of "Parish Nurse." This program
enables the church to offer their
community medical services under the
John 0. York will Preach for
National Organization of Parish Nurses.
Beaverton Church of Christ
Mrs. Henegar plans to offer services such as
blood pressure screening, health education,
n June 22, and CPR classes both at the church
1997, John building and in other facilities.
After Ron and Laureen Henegar's three
O. York will begin a
full-time ministry children were grown, Laureen decided to
with the Westside go back to school to fulfill her lifelong goal
Church of Christ in of being a nurse. She earned her bachelor
Beaverton, Oregon. of science in nursing and then received her
Tim Woodroof, RN in 1995. During her training she
John O. York
who has ministered attended a program explaining the parish
at Westside for nursing service project at Redlands
many years, plans to devote his full time to Community Hospital. "I got excited,"
Laureen remembers, "when 1 saw the
writing in the Beaverton area.
York is an Oregon native who grew up in tremendous outreach possible to people in
Roseburg where his father preached for 37 our community who don't know the Lord."
years. He attended Columbia Christian In this age of early discharge of surgical
College where he met his wife, Anne patients and new mothers, people need
Cooper. The Yorks went on to ACU where more home nursing, but often don't have it
he completed a bachelor's degree in 1975 because of insurance restrictions. When
and then a master's in New Testament. York Laureen presented these possibilities to the
returned to Columbia Christian and taught elders at Redlands, they were unanimous in
for three years. He earned an M.Div. at their support. Laureen said, "One exciting
ACU in 1982 and the Ph.D. in New thing about our congregation is that
Testament from Emory University in 1989. everybody is behind it." Redlands is
York preached for the Western Hills Church currently doing a needs assessment to
of Christ in Temple, Texas and moved to determine who needs health support
Nashville in 1993 to begin working with the within their own fellowship. This will also
Brentwood Hills Church of Christ. identify interested volunteers who could
Brentwood Hills has grown to 1,100 in work with an RN to provide practical care.
attendance and it supports active ministries Kay says, "This is a great opportunity for
to college students and to singles. Anne and service, and it brings nursing back to where
John have two sons, Matt, 16, and Brad, 14. it began—the church."

O
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EVANGELISM
Campaigns Northwest Prepares for 23rd Summer of Ministry

I

n 1975, Dr. Obert Henderson, a church
leader in the Northwest, began
Campaigns Northwest. This summer will
mark the t w e n t y - t h i r d summer that
Christian college students have served as
m i n i s t r y interns through Campaigns
Northwest. About five hundred young
adults have given a summer of service with
Northwest Churches of Christ.
The students serve as ministry interns
for eleven weeks during their summer
break from college. Both men and women
serve in groups of two or four with one
host congregation for the summer.
Churches to be served this summer
include: Bend, Oregon; Wenatchee,
Washington; Central Kitsap (Silverdale),
Washington; Yakima, Washington; Coeur
d'Alene, Idaho; and Stephensville,
Montana. Each host church plans and
directs their own work, but youth ministry
is often the primary work. One minister
reported, "They related to our youth group
as big brothers and sisters—fantastic
examples!"
The students arc effective "big brothers

Campaigns Northwest provides hundreds of young adults a summer opportunity to strengthen Churches
of Christ in the Northwest. So far, 500 have given a summer of service.

and sisters" to the teenagers of the
congregation. They organize youth
ministry activities and spend a lot of "oneon-one" time with teenagers. The interns
grow tremendously through their summer
of service and many of them have returned
to the Northwest to make it their home as
one Campaigns Northwest student
remembered, "My faith in Christ has

grown and I'm more confident."
Mark McLean, a minister at the
Central Kitsap Church of Christ in
Silverdale, Washington, serves as the
director of Campaigns Northwest. The
work is sponsored by the Downtown
Church of Christ in Searcy, Arkansas.
Mark can be contacted at 1-800269-3678.

Students Take Spring Break for Missions:
During the spring break of March 6-10, 70
Pepperdine students signed up for "Project Serve"
sponsored by the Pepperdine Volunteer Center.
Groups built houses in Mexico, served meals to the
homeless in downtown L.A., mentored inner-city
kids at Big Bear, taught young c h i l d r e n in
Redwood City, Oregon, and gave drama
presentations to youth groups. Each group of 1520 students included a faculty or staff sponsor.

Helping inner city kids at camp

Teaching Bible School in the Northwest.

'
Serving the homeless in L.A.

"Living Water" drama group performs for youth.
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Building homes in Mexico.

^

IN MEMORIAM
The Passing of a Legend
by Joyce Hutchison

I

t takes a great man to build a great
church, and R. N. Hogan had the kind
of deep Christian love and faith to fullfill
that mission here on earth. Richard
Nathaniel Hogan was born on November

flourishing congregation with facilities that
include a 1,500-seat auditorium and 15
classrooms. The church, under Hogan's
leadership, has also been successful in
establishing other congregations in the
surrounding area and is known for its
evangelistic spirit.

Hogan's fervent preaching of the gospel of Christ
stirred many hearts to obedience.

30, 1902, the fourth child of Willie and
Emma Cathey Hogan. His home was a
little two-room cabin in Monroe County,
Arkansas. He was raised by his mother and
maternal grandparents after the death of
his father when he was five years old. He
eventually lived with the great evangelist,
G. P. Bowser, and received his Bible
training at the Silver Point Bible School in
Tennessee. Hogan was filled with God's
Spirit and had only one desire in life—to
preach the gospel and bring people to the
Lord.
It was in 1937 and 1938 that Brother
Hogan first journeyed to Los Angeles to
preach at small evangelistic meetings.
From that work came the establishment of
two churches, one of which was located at
48th Street and Compton Boulevard in a
$25-per-month storefront. In 1938,
Brother Hogan moved to Los Angeles and
became minister of that fledgling church at
48th and Compton. And today the
Figueroa Church of Christ is a large and

R. N. Hogan (1902-1997)

Hogan was a minister with
a great vision of what a church
should be. Energetic and
enthusiastic, he was always
looking for worthy causes to
sponsor, both
in the
community and in the mission
field. A stirring speaker and
masterful teacher, he led
thousands to Christ and made
his community a better place
through outreach services and
programs for those in need.
His legendary ministry with
the Figueroa Church of Christ
encompassed nearly 60 years.
On March 3, 1963, the
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Figueroa Church honored R. N. Hogan
and his wife, Maggie Bullock Hogan, as
they celebrated 50 years of service to the
church. The elders, deacons, and other
leaders wrote in the program: "We are
pleased to have this opportunity to pay
tribute to you, Brother Hogan. May God
help us to ever work together in love
as long as we live. We appreciate you
for the unity we enjoy."
Indeed, that love and u n i t y
continues to this day, even beyond his
passing. It was never more evident
than at the March 5, 1997, memorial
service held for Brother Hogan, who
went to be with the Lord on February
26 at the age of 94. The service was
an outpouring of love and respect
given to few people. More than a
thousand people filled the Figueroa
Church, and for three hours,
preachers and officials who admired
Brother Hogan gave their witness to
his remarkable life.
R. N. Hogan was preceded in
death by his devoted wife, Maggie.
He is survived by their children,
Alberta White, Dorothy Simpson,
and Harold Hogan, and by a large and
loving extended family. He leaves
behind a grateful brotherhood.

Helen Pepperdine greets R. N. and Maggie Hogan on opening
night of the 1980 lectures.

TRIUMPH
What A Difference Faith Makes — The Unique Accomplishments of Patty and Eric Atkisson
by Emily Y. Lemley

W

hat are the chances that in one
college graduating class a mother
and son would be elected by their peers as
the Outstanding Senior Woman and the
Outstanding Senior Man? Probably slim
to none.
But it happened at Pepperdine
University on December 13, 1996. Patty
Atkisson graduated magna cum laude in
humanities and history, and her son, Eric,
graduated w i t h a degree in health
psychology. And when you know the story
of these two remarkable people, you will
agree that the Outstanding Senior awards
had nothing to do with chance.
Patty, her friends would say, has the gift
of laughter and a dogged determination to
make things better. Married at 18, Patty
was only 22 when she became the sole
provider of two toddler sons, Bob and
Frank.
Her inner grit made her
determined to rock and to read to her sons,
in spite of the fact that she was working
two jobs to support them.
She
courageously earned her high school and
business school diplomas and landed an
office-management job.
She also
supervised a business that employed five
women in her home in the m a i n l i n e
section outside of P h i l a d e l p h i a ,
Pennsylvania.
Always seeking to improve her
situation, Patty took a job in New York
City as an executive assistant to the
president of a textile firm. From there, she
became the coordinator of the central
office of a national automotive company.
Later she worked with the investment
company of Hedberg and Gordon in Paoli,
Pennsylvania.
Having left the Catholic church of her
childhood, Patty was also determined to
feed her spiritual life during these
demanding years. She joined a home Bible
study and for the first time clarified her
own faith in Christ. When she met and
dated Jerry Atkisson, a vice president of a
brokerage firm, she began attending the

Patty and Eric Atkisson receive the Outstanding
Woman/Man Awards from President David
Davenport.

King of Prussia Church of Christ in Valley
Forge, Pennsylvania, with him. She
became a member of the church, and later,
on February 19, 1971, she and Jerry
married. They were a great match of
creativity and energy and were very active
in the life of the church. Their son, Eric,
was born on November 25, 1973, and
Patty was, in her words, "privileged to be a
stay-at-home mom."
But this time of "privilege" didn't last
long. Patty's strong faith and fierce
determination were to be tested again.
Her beloved husband Jerry was diagnosed
with cancer when Eric was only three years
old. Jerry died five months later. Patty
remembers how the church "rallied round"
during this time. In 1980, Larry Roberts,
president of Northeastern Christian Junior
College, invited Patty to work as his
secretary. She felt at home w i t h the
Northeastern family, since they were also
part of her church family, so she took the
job.
During this time, Patty got to know
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some of the women who were part of the
Northeastern women's support group. She
helped with one of their garage sales, and
said to herself, "I think I could do this."
She could and she did, over and over
again. In fact, her energetic, willing spirit
led her to the work she now does for
Pepperdine University as the executive
coordinator of the Associated Women for
Pepperdine.
Never content to "settle" for what is,
Patty decided she needed repotting in
1983. "I knew that if 1 didn't change
drastically, my life would stay in the same
cycle . . . I wanted to grow and learn," she
admitted. She visited several Christian
colleges to check out the opportunities for
Eric and for herself. When she visited
Pepperdine, she knew only one student,
but she was invited to stay in the home of
Norvel and Helen Young while she looked
things over. Helen realized that Patty was
a treasure for the volunteer work of AWP,
so she and Patty brought the idea of a fulltime coordinator to Mike Adams, then
vice president for advancement. He
approved the job, and on March 15, 1983,
under the auspices of Jerry Rushford and
the Department of Church Relations,
Patty began to become indispensable to all
of the AWP volunteer women whose work
she so admired.
Patty is a great list-maker and hates
leaving anything until the last minute.
Her organizational skills have helped new
districts start, computerized membership
records, and encouraged creative, new
projects, such as the membership phon-athon. Since she has held the position of
executive coordinator for AWP, they have
raised $2 million for scholarships for
Pepperdine students from the Churches of
Christ. Last year AWP helped 342
students.
As part of the Department of Church
Relations, Patty manages the annual Bible
Lectures' housing for over 2,100 people
who come from all over the world for this

week of spiritual uplift.
When Patty and Eric moved to
California, they immediately became part
of the Malibu Church of Christ family.
Patty appreciated the stimulating Sunday
morning classes and Eric's loving teachers,
such as Jamie Phillips and Lildra Rowland.
Little did she know that these new brothers
and sisters in Christ would become her
lifeline when Eric was diagnosed with
leukemia at the age of 16.
After gathering the courage in 1985 to
start night classes toward her B.A. at
Pepperdine, Patty took the opportunity to
attend the Pepperdine Heidelberg program
in 1990. Eric, then a high school junior,
accompanied her for the educational
experience. But they had not been there
two weeks when she noticed that Eric, who
was ready to try for his black belt in martial
arts, seemed weak and pale. "He was dead
white—no color—he couldn't walk up a
set of stairs without needing to stop and
rest," recalled Patty. She thought he might
be suffering from jet lag or mononucleosis,
but the doctor diagnosed him w i t h
leukemia. "If he hadn't gotten treatment,
he would have died in 24 to 48 hours," she
remembered.
Eric was taken to a clinic where
treatment was immediate and effective.
"Looking back, it seems that many things
that happened were providential," Patty
said. This clinic, it was later learned, was

regarded as one of the best places in the
world for treatment of blood diseases. The
faculty family, Cindy and Frank Novak,
and the German support staff led by
Herbert Luft, along with the 50 students,
were supportive in prayer and practical
help. "Our Malibu church family also
rushed to our aid w i t h prayers,
international calls, and letters," Patty
remembered. The church youth group sent
Eric a "Gameboy" (an electronic game that
they knew his mother had refused to buy
him for Christmas). Brigitte Mathes in the
university's personnel office, stayed up all
night to make calls to Germany to work
out complex insurance details. "So many
people helped and prayed, I can't mention
them all," Patty said. Four months later,
when Patty was allowed to move Eric back
to the U.S., Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
agreed to continue the German treatment
regimen. Eric continued chemotherapy
for three more years. Patty said, "We
realized that God was working in our daily
life."
Recently, when Eric spoke about his
experience to the Pepperdine student body
at a convocation, he concluded that "God
is able to work in a community when
people are willing to take risks in reaching
out to others." He advised that, "many
people didn't know what to do, but the
people who did do something didn't have
to do anything right; it's just the fact that

they did something at all that made a
difference." Eric concluded with this
admonition to the students, "Take
advantage of life and treat it as precious,
because it i s . . . . We should enjoy life as
much as we can and try to help those who
are in need as much as we can."
While s t i l l undergoing cancer
treatment, Eric finished high school and
entered Pepperdine, where he took
advantage of every opportunity available to
him. He volunteered at Cedars-Sinai
Hospital, he mentored i n t e r n a t i o n a l
students, and he tutored for the Writing
Center. He worked for Dwayne Simmons,
whom he knew from the Malibu church,
on a summer research project at UCLA,
labeling an enzyme through the developing
m a m m a l i a n brain of hamsters. "1 was
exposed to biological research equipment
and to the research processes," Eric said.
He also learned to repair computers and to
do data research entry through the
mentoring of Ron Beale at Pepperdine.
For two summers, Eric was chosen by
Pepperdine biology professor Gary Tallman
to do plant research. Looking back, Eric
stated, "I've been fortunate and blessed
with people older than 1 who've taken an
interest in me."
Pleased w i t h his education and
experiences, Eric has moved to the Santa

— Continued on page 16

Patty Atkisson and her
son Eric are
"overcomers." Their
faith and their fellow
Christians have seen
them through
victoriously. Seen here
at their work places:
Eric (left) in the campus
Computer Store and
Patty (right) at her desk
ready to plan an AWP
event.
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CONGREGATION
A New Song
by Bill Henegar

S

an Lcandro. It has a lyrical, rhythmic
sound to it. Like some ancient and
romantic village in a far-off, sun-drenched
country.
In reality, San Leandro is a city on the
east side of San Francisco Bay, sandwiched
between Oakland to the north and
Hayward to the south. Its population is a
little more than 72,000. In times past, the
city attracted a large population of
Portugese residents, but today its citizens
are culturally and ethnically diverse.
Although pioneers from Churches of
Christ settled in the Bay Area nearly a
century earlier, the first record of such
members in San Leandro dates to March 8,
1942, during World War II. Christians met
in the I.O.O.F. Hall in town, and Lloyd E.
Ellis preached for the first three Sundays.
Five years later, Ellis would be among the
first five graduates of Peppcrdine Colleges
new M.A. in religion.
Prayer meetings were held in the home
of the Charles Brinkmans, and James Bales
did much of the teaching. Other important
workers were the A.E. Andersons. Within
two months, the fledgling congregation
secured a regular preacher, W.H. Trice.
The veteran Trice had preached for Bay
Area churches for more than a quarter
century. He helped get the church up and
running, ministering through 1944Alton Wimbish arrived at the beginning
of 1945, but stayed only nine months. He
was replaced by Charles Policy, who served
for the next 16 eventful months. During
Policy's tenure, property was purchased on
MacArthur Boulevard and the core of the
present building was constructed. After
meeting in rented facilities for nearly five
years, the church finally assembled in its
own meetinghouse on January 5, 1947.
Adjoining properties were acquired during
the next eight years, and the houses on
these properties continue to be used as
classrooms and homes for the church's
ministers. The church also bought an acre
of land in Hayward during this expansive

Top: Roy Osborne served as
minister for a total of 13 years.
Top: The congregation gathered for a photo at the 1946 ground
breaking of the present building.
Bottom: The present staff includes (I. or r.) Deloit and office
manager Carol Hinton; Judy and associate minister Woody Square
(below); minister Mark and Stacey Mullins.

period. And in 1951, a group met in
Hayward for the first time, with a nucleus
of 47 members from San Leandro. The
land was turned over to the new
congregation. Thus in less than ten years,
the San Leandro church was able to give up
a significant number of members in the
establishment of a new congregation. And
a dozen years after its founding, the church
had grown from 20 to 245 Christians,
despite the loss of those members in the
Hayward church planting.
Morton T. Utley came to the pulpit in
October 1947 but was replaced 20 months
later by Lloyd Moyer, who served for four
years. However, it was the ministry of Roy
F. Osborne, Jr., that brought about some of
the most profound changes at San Leandro.
Arriving in December 1953, he served for
the next eight years, then later returned for
another five-year term.
Osborne's ministry was not a placid one.
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Bottom: Mel Weldon's influential
ministry was felt for more than
23 years.

He focused on the person of Christ, with an
emphasis on grace, rather than on church
organization, ordinances, and obedience.
In time, most Churches of Christ would
shift their emphasis in that direction. But
in the late '50s and early '60s, his position
was not popular in a church still smarting
from the great rift in the Restoration
Movement that occurred only a few
decades earlier. Some members felt
compelled to leave. However, those who
remained were being prepared for the next
step in the development of the
congregation.
Mel Weldon began his ministry in the
city in 1963. He left after a couple of years,
being replaced by a returning Roy Osborne;
but after Osborne's second stint of five
years, Weldon returned. And this time he
stayed for a congregation-shaping 21 years
of ministry. Just as Osborne helped the
church experience a new vision of God's

Above left: Although remodeled and
expanded, the building has served the
church for a half century.
Above right: The educational wing was
added in the mid-1950s.
Left: The Purpose Statement Team
meets regularly to study and advise.

message, now Weldon's long tenure helped
the members experience a new mission: to
be a place of healing that accepted every
hurting, imperfect and diverse individual.
But the learning process was not yet
over. As Weldon approached two decades
of service, his beloved wife and co-worker,
Sue, was stricken with cancer. Her illness
was devastating for a church that had loved
and honored her for a whole generation.
In 1994, a while after her death, Mel
remarried and announced he would be
leaving.
For about a year after his departure, the
pulpit was filled by a different person
nearly every week. This unstable period
saw a n a t u r a l tendency toward
discouragement and waning of interest in
the people. Then in 1995, the church
brought Mark and Stacey Mullins from
Texas to serve the church.
Mark grew up in Lubbock and received
a bachelor's in Biblical Studies from
Abilene Christian University in 1988. He
preached part time for the Eastside Church
of Christ in H a m l i n , Texas, w h i l e

completing his Master of Divinity degree at
ACU. The Eastside Church, a small
African-American congregation, was good
preparation for Mark, who is white. When
he and Stacey arrived in San Leandro they
found a diverse congregation that is
approximately 50 percent white and 50
percent people of color, mostly AfricanAmerican.
Mark's wife, Stacey, is a talented coworker. She grew up in Nashville,
Tennessee, but chose to attend
Northeastern Christian Junior College in
Pennsylvania. She transferred to ACU
where she earned her B.S. in psychology.
She met Mark and moved to the Bay Area
w h i l e w o r k i n g on her master's in
organizational development, which she
hopes to complete in California soon. Her
training in organizational structure and
behavior has been helpful as she facilitates
a team of members who are developing a
purpose statement for the church. This
important study-research team includes
Fran Bradford, Booker Ellis, Ernie
Hardman, Deanna Hinton, Michael James,
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Beth Martin, Woody Square, Susan Taite,
Madelin Taylor, and Bob Utsurogi.
For the past 20 years or more, the
church has supported a second minister
who usually focused on youth and family
ministry or evangelism. Perhaps the most
influential of the past associate ministers
was Victor Rodriguez. Rodriguez built a
thriving youth program that was, at times,
the driving force behind the congregation's
spirit. Nearly six years ago, the church
brought Woody and Judy Square to San
Leandro, and they served as a stabilizing
force during the turmoil of Sue Weldon's
illness and Mel's leaving. The Squares had
spent the previous six years as missionaries
to New Guinea, where they were supported
by the San Leandro church. The two
Pepperdine University alumni were well
known and loved when they returned to
work more directly with the congregation.
Woody Square says of the congregation,
"The more it changes, the more it stays the
same. Fellowship is still a high priority.
One man told me, "This church is the only
place I go where 1 don't feel black."
Indeed, a visitor who has studied the Book
of Acts might be tempted to conclude,
"This is the way the church should look: a
bouquet of different kinds of people saying
to the world, Christ is our peace!"
As its development implies, the church
has been blessed with wonderful leadership.
Today, the men who shepherd the
congregation are Fred Brown, Booker Ellis,
Ernie H a r d m a n , Deloit Hinton, Don
Pemberton, and Curtis Stredic. They are a
marvelous blend of s p i r i t u a l i t y and
ethnicity. Three are white, and three are
black. But like the entire congregation,
there is a color-blindness in their day-today ministry that is an example for other
churches to emulate. The relationship
between the elders and the staff seems
filled with mutual respect and admiration.
Carol Hinton has been the church
secretary-office manager since 1988.
Though paid on a part-time basis, she often

— Continued on page 21

HERITAGE
On the Road with A. L. Todd
by jerry Rushford

A

bbott Levi James Todd was born in
Davis County, Indiana, on October
12, 1820. At the age of 19 he was baptized
into Christ by his cousin, Elijah Goodwin,
who was one of the prominent leaders of
the Restoration Movement in that state.
He married Angeline Tate in 1849, and
they moved to the Arkansas frontier in
1850. Not satisfied with the situation in
Arkansas, the Todds decided to press on
across the plains to Oregon in 1852, even
though Angeline was pregnant. In the
back of their covered wagon, somewhere
near the Umatilla River in northeastern
Oregon, she gave birth to a son they
named Elijah.
In September 1853 the Todds settled on
a donation land claim at the lower end of
Lookingglass Valley on Lookingglass
Creek. This beautiful farm, situated in the
picturesque Umpqua Valley of Douglas
County, was located about eight miles
southwest of present-day Roseburg. It
would be their home for the next 27 years.
A. L. Todd did not begin preaching
regularly until the fall of 1856, but once he
started he became an indefatigable circuitriding preacher traveling throughout
Douglas and surrounding counties for more
than a quarter century.
The children of A. L. Todd always
knew that their fathers "greatest desire in
life was to win souls to Christ." They could
not remember any occasion when he had
failed to fulfill a preaching appointment.
"He never missed an appointment that it
was possible for him to attend," his
daughter wrote with certainty. His son
echoed that statement and said that he
"could not remember of father ever
spending a single Sunday w i t h o u t
preaching, if he was well enough to do it."
After Todd's death in 1886, his children
wrote down their memories of his constant
travels to advance the cause of Christ.
Coming home one winter's day in the
late 1860s from a preaching tour in Coos
County, Todd found the upper Coquille

Angeline Todd

A. L. Todd

River swollen from recent rains. Despite
the rapid current, Todd attempted to ford
the dangerous river. Before he reached
midstream, the current had swept the feet
from under his horse and in an instant they
were adrift in the icy stream. Todd grabbed
the horse by her tail and down the river
they went, their heads sometimes above
the water and sometimes under. The horse
finally swam to shore with her exhausted
companion still clutching her tail. They
rested for awhile on the river bank, and
then pushed on. The thoroughly soaked
preacher was suffering severely from the
cold, but they rode for 15 miles before they
came to the next house.
Todd's oldest daughter remembered
another dangerous preaching trip when an
accident almost led to a fatality. Writing
the story as she must have heard it later
from her father, she explained:
At another time he was going to
Camas Swale; on the road between
Wilbur and Oakland night had fallen and
it was a dark winter night. Taking a cutoff to avoid mud, his horse missed the road
and came out on the railroad track; he
followed it a little way, when the horse,
stepping into a cattle guard, fell and caught
fathers foot under the horse; all efforts to
free himself seemed of no avail and the
south bound train from Portland to
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Roseburg, then due, came in sight, he
lying on the track in his helpless condition.
All he could do to make the horse move did
not free him, but as the train thundered
down on to them with its gleaming
headlight, the engineer blew his whistle and
the frightened horse with one supreme
effort, freed father's foot and rolled off to
one side of the track and father rolled off
on the other, barely missing the locomotive
as it aashed past him with its train.
One Sunday morning before church,
Todd was in his pasture taking care of his
sheep and trying to determine what had
been attacking them. Suddenly, his dogs
treed a panther. Rushing back to the
farmhouse, Todd yelled at the top of his
voice for his gun. One of his daughters ran
to meet him with the gun and he returned
to the tree and shot the panther. He
returned to the house, got dressed for
church, and then hurried off to fulfill his
appointment and preach his sermon.
A. L. Todd traveled far and wide in
pursuit of souls for Christ, and often his
audiences were very s m a l l . On one
preaching tour through Coos County he
sent word ahead that he would be
preaching at Burton Prairie school house.
It was a rainy afternoon in the wintertime,
and only four persons came out to hear
him preach. All four of his hearers were

men, and none of them had thought to
bring any matches for the candles. There
was not enough time for any of the men to
return home, so Todd began preaching in
the fading light of a winter evening. The
school house was cold, damp and dark, and
as he preached the darkness deepened.
"He therefore preached the light of the
gospel in the darkness of that winter night,
while the rain fell outside," wrote his
daughter, "his voice being all that could be
distinguished." One of the four hearers
obeyed the gospel soon after that
experience, and he developed into a song
leader and a gospel preacher. Several years
later he told Todd's daughter about the
sermon in the dark. "That earnest voice
coming out of the darkness that night, I
could not resist," he admitted, "and if ever
any good comes from my work in the
preaching of the gospel, it will be on
account of that sermon delivered in the
dark, in that little old school house at
Burton Prairie."
All of Todd's children treasured those
occasions when it was their turn to
accompany their father on a preaching
tour. Levi Todd remembered going to
Myrtle Creek when it was six or
eight degrees below zero. Fording the
rivers with their large bodies of mushy
ice was hazardous, and after making
it across the Umpqua River at
Dillard's Ford they decided to

The State of Oregon recognized the
important role that itinerant preachers
played in the development of Oregon
Territory when they placed a statue of
a circuit-riding preacher on the lawn
of the State Capitol in Salem. It was a
fitting tribute to evangelists like A. L.
Todd who, for 30 years, crisscrossed
the picturesque Umpqua Valley as he
proclaimed the gospel of Christ.
(Photo: Courtesy of Oregon Tourism Commission)

A. L. Todd's last
ministry was with
the church he
established in
Shoestring Valley in
Northern Douglas
County. This
building was erected
in the early 1880s.
When A. L. Todd
died on April 23,
1886, he was buried
in the church
cementery. The
building burned to
the ground in the
1930s. (Photo:
Courtesy of Douglas
County Museum of
History)

detour and take a trail which led over the
mountains. The difficult journey took the
entire day, but the 15-year-old boy
remembered the reaction when they
arrived. He wrote:
Arriving at Myrtle Creek late in the
evening, we stopped at Brother Ady's
house. Sister Ady met us at the gate, and
grasping father's hand, said, "Oh,
Brother Todd, I knew you would come;
they told me I needn't look for you this
time, but I told them you would come."
We warmed ourselves at the fire and
pushed on about three miles further, and
stayed all night with a
Brother Cornelius. Next
morning we went to church.
The weather being so
cold, there were only
about ten persons
present; but
father preached
just as earnestly
as if the house
had been

crowded After church we went about six
miles on the road home, and stopped for
the night. The next day we reached home
late in the afternoon.
A. L. Todd continued to ride his circuit
in southwestern Oregon for more than 30
years. No weather was too severe, and no
appointment was too far, if at the end of
the trail there were a few people hungering
to hear the gospel of Christ. "Of Hell and
its horrors he had little to say," his son
remembered, "but of the unbounded love
of Jesus Christ for fallen and suffering man,
he never tired of telling, never wearied in
calling sinners to accept that love and to
live under the banner of the Heavenly
King."
A. L. Todd always felt uncomfortable
when he was offered money for preaching
the gospel of Christ. His wife, Angeline
Tate Todd, shared his discomfort. On one
occasion he closed a protracted meeting at
Myrtle Creek by baptizing 15 people at one
time, and afterwards a grateful congregation took up a collection. But his wife
did not want him to accept the offering. "1
felt like it was begging," she confided to
her daughter. "1 wanted him to preach for
the saving of souls, not for money." When
the church at Canyonville tried to give
him some money, Todd stood up and said:
"That is against my wish; I do not wish a
collection taken for me."
It was not that Todd was independently
— Continued on page 16

Patty and Eric Atkisson
— Continued from page 11
Rosa area to find a job in the computer
industry for now. He is hoping for a little
normalcy after the stress of cancer and the
whirlwind of his education. In leaving,
Eric tips his hat to his mother: "She is a
hard worker, incredibly persistent, and
always inspires others. She certainly has
more energy than I do."
Meanwhile, Patty is back at her desk
organizing the next AWP board meeting
and planning space for the thousands of
visitors to the Pepperdine Lectures on
April 29. She enjoys photos of her two
older sons and their families, Frank and
Utae in Boise, Idaho, and Bob and Leslie
with their three children in Marblehead,

On the road with A.L. Todd
— Continued from page 15
wealthy. His resources were so limited that
he often could not afford the candles that
were necessary to light his log cabin. He
cut blazes in the pine trees on his farm and
then regularly collected the balls of pitch
which formed at the base of each slashed
tree. He burned these pitch deposits at
night so that he could have enough light
to study his Bible and write the outlines for
his sermons.
For many years Todd maintained a full
calendar of preaching appointments. His
normal routine was to preach the first
Sunday of every month at Canyonville (60
miles round-trip); the second Sunday at
Calapooia (50 miles round-trip); the third
Sunday at Myrtle Creek (44 miles roundtrip), and the fourth Sunday for his home
congregation at Lookingglass (6 miles
round-trip). On the four "fifth Sundays" in
every year's calendar, he would preach at
Camas Valley. His daughter remembered:
At each of these appointments away

Massachusetts. She usually spends the
summers enjoying her grandchildren.
Patty also is proud of the photo of Dr.
Davenport bestowing the Outstanding
Senior Woman/Man to'Patty and Eric.
She looks at it and smiles about Eric, "He
has such a great sense of humor." She adds,
"He is committed, dedicated, thoughtful
and gets along well with all types of
people. He is just a delightful person."
The photo sits on her desk to remind her
that great accomplishments begin with
faith, develop through trials, and end in
joy.
But she does not look back. In fact, her
advice to her senior class was, "Change is
inevitable. Enjoy it!" So, she starts this
new chapter in her life with that same
faith in God and determination to grow
that have seen her through thus far.

from home he often preached Saturday
afternoon and Saturday night, Sunday
at eleven and also at one or three in the
afternoon, and at night; making from
one to four sermons each trip,
sometimes more; for he held protracted
meetings of about two weeks' duration,
at least once each year, at each of these
places, and sometimes more.
How many sermons did A. L. Todd
preach during his 31-year ministry in
Oregon? His children researched this
question and concluded that the number
exceeded 4,000 and was probably closer to
5,000. In addition, he officiated at a large
number of weddings and preached a great
many funerals. As to how many people he
immersed into Christ, his children thought
that "no one save his Master will ever
know." All they knew for sure was that "he
baptized nearly everywhere he preached."
To answer the question of how far their
father had traveled on horseback to
proclaim the gospel, his children
calculated the round-trip mileage of all his
preaching appointments and then added
all of his annual preaching tours to places
like the Willamette Valley and Coos
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County. After carefully adding the totals
for 31 years, they concluded that he had
traveled more than 68,000 miles on
horseback over muddy roads and mountain
trails as a messenger for Jesus Christ.
A. L. Todd was a friend of preachers,
both young and old. He assisted in
commissioning and setting apart at least
five young men for the preaching ministry,
including Edward A. Chase and Isaac N.
Muncy. Older preachers were always
honored guests at the Todd farmhouse in
Lookingglass Valley. One of his daughters
wrote:
Our home was the resting place for
all tired preachers. They came often to
rest with him from their work; were
always welcome and stayed as long as
they cared to stay. Old Brother [Israel]
Clark, when he knew his end was near,
came and was cared for and died there.
Father and Mother watched over him as
they would have done for their own
parent, and when his spirit took its
departure for the other world, they gave
his remains a respectable burial.
Toward the end of his life, Todd began
to worry that he had set a bad example by
never accepting financial support for his
preaching. When he urged young men to
preach the gospel, they responded by
saying they would not be able to support
their families. He decided to invest in some
mercury ("quicksilver") mines in order to
raise money to help educate and support
young men for the ministry. He wrote out
his last will and testament and pasted it in
the family Bible. It read, "This, my last will
and testament shows that it is my desire
that all money made in the mines over and
above enough to make my family a living
shall be used to educate and pay young
men for the ministry."
In the judgment of his children, A. L.
Todd was a faithful example of a selfsacrificing Christian preacher who devoted
his entire life to the cause of Christ. "For of
all the sermons that he ever preached in
life," his son wrote, "there is none so
eloquent to his children and those who
knew him best as the one he lived."

NEWS
Kenyan Missionaries, Daniel and Alison Jolliff, Move to the States

What a difference 9 years makes! (Left) Daniel and Alison Jolliff dream of what God could do in Kenya as they prepare to leave. This photo was in the winter
issue of Pacific Church News, 1989. (Right) The Jolliff family at home in Kenya. After nine years of mission work in Nairobi and Mombasa Kenya, the
Jolliffs and their three children, Zachary, 9, Jessie, 7, and Jason, 4, moved back to the United States on April 2, 1997. Sponsored by the College Church of
Christ in Fresno with the help of the Livermore Church of Christ, the Jolliffs leave a strong congregation, the Island Church of Christ in Kenya, as well as
several smaller congregations in surrounding townships. They have emphasized leadership training in all of these churches. Daniel plans to do work in the
Memphis inner city area and attend Harding Graduate School. He said, "We are leaving part of our hearts in Kenya, and we want to do all we can to support
this work through mission trips, prayers, and encouragement."

Western Campus News
by Rick Rowland
Dave Altizer arrived on the campus of
the University of Washington as campus
minister in 1994- He found only one
student who was interested in building the
ministry. Now, 40 students are involved in
"Huskies for Christ." They have
experienced six baptisms since last spring.
Altizer's theme has been, "Be A Witness
for Christ." Students have participated in
regular campus events and Bible studies as
well as an annual one week evangelistic
trip to Haiti. One student, Denise Carnes,
plans to stay in Haiti for the entire
summer.
Scott Lambert and Lajuana Gill,
campus ministers at Pepperdine, report
that their fall retreat at Camp Nicholas in
Frazier Park hosted 200 students. They
also took 27 students to the World Mission
Workshop at Harding University in the
fall. The campus ministry also had 25

Bible studies during the last semester and
they have had five baptisms. For the
winter semester they planned a winter
retreat, January 24-26 at "The Oaks" in
Lake Hughes where David Davenport was
the speaker. Training for "Let's Start
Talking" has already begun with plans for
three teams of Pepperdine students going
to Bangkok, Moscow, and western Europe.
The Church of Christ Campus Center
at New Mexico State University had five
baptisms during the fall semester. Hal
Blackburn, campus minister there for six
years, reports that the new Wednesday
night "Discovery Groups" are drawing 60
students.
The Sixth Regional Retreat for
Colleges in the Southwest was held on
February 21-23 at Cloudcroft, New Mexico
with Stanley Shipp from St. Louis,
Missouri as the speaker. Approximately

PCN 17

135 college students attend each year from
the University of Arizona, Arizona State
University, Eastern New Mexico
University, and Western New Mexico
University. Co-hosts and co-directors for
the retreat are University of New Mexico's
Brent McCall and New Mexico State's
Hal Blackburn.
Dr. Dwayne Simmons, UCLA Science
professor, leads weekly Bible studies on
campus in Westwood, California. For
further information, contact the Culver
Palms Church of Christ.
The 1997 Pepperdine Bible Lectures
will host both a Campus Ministry Interest
Luncheon on Thursday, May 1, 1997, and
a late-evening food and fellowship.
Featured speakers will be Chris Seidman,
Pensacola Florida, and Rick Rowland,
Bakersfield, California.

PEPPERDINE PEOPLE ON THE MOVE
by Tara Morrow
Garry Bailey assistant professor of
communications, and Janet Bailey spoke
for the March 22 seminar on Generation X
held at the Woodland Hills Church of
Christ.
Executive Vice President Andy Benton
preached for the Glendale Church of
Christ on January 19.
Harold Bigham, professor at the School
of Law, preached for the Salinas Church of
Christ on January 12 and for the Tehachapi
Church of Christ on January 26.
Ray B u c h a n n a n , professor of
communication, preached for the Figueroa
Church of Christ in Los Angeles on
January 19.
Randy Chesnutt, professor of religion,
spoke for the El Segundo Church of Christ
January 12.
Mike Casey, associate professor of
c o m m u n i c a t i o n , spoke at the "PostGraduate Colloquium in Theology" at
Springdale College in B i r m i n g h a m ,
England on February 18.
Brad Cheves, special assistant to the
president for public policy, preached for the
Whittier Church of Christ January 12 and
for the Moreno Valley Church of Christ on
January 26.
Royce Clark, professor of religion,
preached for the Buellton Church of Christ
on January 12.
Rick Cupp, associate professor of law,
spoke at Hermosa Beach Church of Christ
on January 19.
President Davenport preached for the
Redlands Church of Christ on January 5.
He was also the speaker at the Pepperdine
Campus Ministry Retreat January 24-26.
Dr. Davenport also lived with missionaries
Ray and Lez Bunum in Costa Rica for
about a month during February and March
and took intensive Spanish language classes
and led small group Bible studies and
preached for churches in San Jose and
around the country.
Rich Dawson, director of international
student services, preached for the Torrance
Church of Christ on January 12 and for the
Ojai Church of Christ February 2.

Lajuana Gill, campus minister, spoke
on a panel on "What Can We Do With
Generation X?" at the seminar on
Generation X at the Woodland Hills
Church of Christ.
Randy Gill, associate director of
church relations, preached for the Visalia
Church of Christ on January 12. He was
the speaker at the Porterville Youth Rally
February 14-16. On March 7-19 Randy
spoke at the Michigan Youth Conference
at the Rochester Church of Christ in
Michigan. The Southside Church of
Christ in Lexington, Kentucky featured
Gill as a speaker at a youth rally on March
21-13. Randy performed the production of
"A Time to Stand" at the Tulsa Soul
Winning Workshop in Tulsa, Oklahoma
March 27-29.
James Greer, associate professor of
social science, preached for the Sierra
Madre Church of Christ January 19.
Bill Henegar, assistant vice president
for creative services, preached for the San
Leandro Church of Christ January 19.
Ron Highfield, associate professor of
religion, spoke for the Church of Christ in
Corvalis, Oregon January 19. He also
preached for the Central Church in
Bakersfield, California January 26.
David Holmes, visiting instructor of
h u m a n i t i e s and teacher e d u c a t i o n ,
preached for the Conejo Church of Christ
in Thousand Oaks, California January 19
and for the Normandie Church of Christ
in Los Angeles, California January 26.
Executive vice chancellor Larry
Hornbaker preached for the Central
Church in San Luis Obispo, California
January 12.
Richard Hughes, d i s t i n g u i s h e d
professor of religion, preached for the
Crenshaw Church of Christ in Los
Angeles, California J a n u a r y 19. On
February 1 in Washington D.C. he spoke
to the presidents of the 44 Lutheran
colleges and universities that comprise the
Lutheran Educational Conference of
North America on the topic, "The
Mission of L u t h e r a n Colleges and
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Universities." On March 1-2 he spoke at
the Meadowbrook Church of Christ in
Jackson, Mississippi on aspects of his book,
"Reviving the Ancient Faith: The Story of
Churches of Christ in America."
Woody Hughes, professor of education
at GSEP, spoke for the Corona Church of
Christ January 19. He also spoke for the
Bellflower Church of Christ January 26.
Terry Kite, associate professor of natural
science, preached for the Eastside Church
of Christ in Phoenix, Arizona January 5,
for the Santa Maria Church of Christ
January 12, for the Exeter Church of Christ
January 19, and for the Porterville Church
of Christ January 26.
Scott Lambert, campus minister spoke
on a panel on "What Can We Do With
Generation X?" at the Generation X
Seminar held at the Woodland H i l l s
Church of Christ March 20.
Provost Steven Lemley preached for the
Simi Valley Church of Christ January 26
and was the speaker for the Sonrise
Christian School's faculty-staff-board
retreat on Catalina, February 7-9.
Emily Y. Lemley, associate director of
church relations, taught a class at the ACU
Lectureship on February 19. She will speak
for the Lompoc Church of Christ Ladies'
Day on May 31.
Stuart Love, professor of religion, and
D'Esta Love, dean of students, were
featured speakers at a workshop in Dallas,
Texas February 7-9. The workshop was
e n t i t l e d , "Strengthening the A f r i c a n
American Family Conference."
Dennis Lowe, professor of psychology at
GSEP and director of the center for the
family, and Emily Scott-Lowe, therapist at
the counseling center, spoke January 25-26
on "Building Marriages that Last" at a
Marriage E n r i c h m e n t Seminar at the
Auburn Church of Christ in California.
They will speak on "Effective Parenting
Skills" at the Redwood City Church of
Christ in California.
Randy Lowry, director of the Institute
for Dispute Resolution, preached for the
Westside Church of Christ in Bakersfield,

California January 12. Randy also spoke
for the Pacific Grove Church of Christ on
January 26.
Rick Marrs, chairman of the religion
division, spoke for the Turnpike Church of
Christ in Santa Barbara, California January
12 and for the Canyon View Church of
Christ in San Diego, California January 26.
Blaine McCormick, assistant professor
of management, preached for the Church
of Christ in Oakhurst, California January
12.
Mike O'Neal, vice chancellor,
preached for the Ridgecrest Church of
Christ January 26.
Tom Olbricht, distinguished professor
of religion, preached for the Mona
Boulevard Church of Christ in Los
Angeles, California January 12. He also
preached for the Redondo Beach Church
of Christ January 19.
Kent Rhodes, professional development coordinator for GSEP, spoke for
the Santa Paula Church of Christ January
19.
Daniel Rodriguez, visiting instructor of
religion, spoke at the ACU Bible
Lectureship February 16-19 on the topic of
Hispanic Evangelism.
Rick Rowland, associate professor of
communication, spoke January 5 for the
Van Nuys Church of Christ. He also
directed and spoke at the Generation X
Seminar held at the Woodland Hills
Church of Christ on March 22.
Jerry Rushford, director of church
relations and associate professor of religion,
preached for the Campbell Church of
Christ January 12. He spoke to church
leaders in dinner meetings at Pismo Beach
J a n u a r y 8, Salinas J a n u a r y 9, Rancho
Cordova January 10, Pleasanton January
11, Visalia J a n u a r y 17 and San Diego
J a n u a r y 31. He spoke for the Image
Magazine dinner during the ACU Bible
Lectureship February 17, and he also spoke
for the Goodman Oaks Church of Christ
in Southhaven, Mississippi, on February
26. Rushford was one of the lecturers at
the annual W. B. West Lectures at the
Harding Graduate School of Religion in

Memphis, Tennessee, February 27. He
preached for the East County Church of
Christ in Portland, Oregon on March 16,
and for the Overland Park Church of
Christ in Kansas City, Kansas on April 6.
James Smythe, special assistant to the
provost, preached for the LaHabra Church
of Christ January 19.
Larry Sullivan, assistant director of the
Institute for Dispute Resolution, spoke for
the Los Altos Church of Christ January 26.
Walter Surdacki, youth minister for the
Malibu Church of Christ, spoke for the
Santa Clarita Church of Christ January 12.
Keith Whitney, associate professor of
business administration, spoke for the
Riverside Church of Christ January 26.
Tim Willis, associate professor of
religion, preached for the Costa Mesa
Church of Christ January 19. He will
preach for the Sierra Madre Church of
Christ April 27, May 25, and June 22.

Dean of Seaver College, John Wilson,
preached for the North County Church of
Christ in Escondido, California January 12
and for the Chula Vista Church of Christ
January 26. He also spoke on "Generation
X and the Church Leader's Response" at
the Seminar on Generation X held at the
Woodland Hills Church of Christ on
March 22.
Won By One, Pepperdine's a cappella
singing group, performed at the following
places and dates:
February 9
Costa Mesa, California
February 14-16 Porterville, California
March 21-23
Lexington, Kentucky
March 24
Fort Worth, Texas
March 25
Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma
March 26
Tulsa, Oklahoma
March 27-29
Soul Winning
Workshop, Tulsa,
Oklahoma

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
1997 Family Encampment Dates
RED RIVER-JUNE 21-25
Theme: "We Preach Christ Crucified. . .the Message of the Cross"
For more information, call: jerry Lawlis (719) 564-3873

MORRO BAY-JUNE 29 JULY 5
For more information, call: Morro Bay Church of Christ (805) 772-7248
GNEW-JULY 3-5
held at the Northwest College campus in Kirkland, Washington
For more information, call: (360) 876-2604
GRAND CANYON-JULY 6-9
Theme: "Revive, Refresh, Renew: Great Themes from the Book of Hebrews"
For more information, call: Edwin or Pat White, (602) 956-3430

YOSEMITE FAMILY ENCAMPMENT REUNION
MARIPOSA FAIRGROUNDS-OCTOBER 10-13
Theme: "Daring to Dream Again"
For more information, call: Paul Methvin, (916) 989-4885
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NEWS
A Few Christian Women Raise
$100,000 for Homeless
Children

T

he dues were ten dollars a year.
Their promise was to work for the
children. Much has changed in the world
since the organizational meeting in 1964,
but not the dues of Sierra Children's Home
Auxiliary #1. For nearly thirty-four years,
ladies in the Santa Rosa area have met on
the second Thursday of every month to
work on behalf of needy children. They
tackled all kinds of projects enthusiastically
as they kept their commitment to Sierra's
kids. They contributed their dues and
raised more than $100,000 for the
children.
Dick Blythe, President of Sierra
Children's Home, said, "There can hardly
be a better example of staying on task.
These ladies have always been there for the
kids. 1 have known and marveled at their
efforts from day one. My grandmother,
Laura Poynor, was a charter member and
their first treasurer. These ladies never
gave up on the kids, the home, the staff, or

Seated Left to Right: Olga Forward, Eleanor Davis, Jewel Parkard, Dorothy Moyes, Mona Clifford.
Standing Left to Right: Susan Shrum, Mary Ann Wearc, Carol Walls, Emma Lou Adams, Sue Van der
Muelle, Marguerite Benson, Gwen Pugh, Carol Rawles, Karen Caisse, Karen Eakle, Loreena Hester,
June Barton and Donna Ogle.

their conviction that the Lord would
provide for our needs. He has . . .
frequently through their efforts."
Through the years, membership has
ranged from a few dozen to less than
twenty ladies. For twenty years, the
Auxiliary's annual "Christmas Beautiful
Boutique" was part of Santa Rosa's holiday
heritage. Dinners, book sales, auctions,
craft sales, cookbooks, and raffles—they

have done them all. Seventeen presidents
have led the ladies through these thirtyfour years. Always finding ways to let the
children know they care about them, as
well as helping the home, the women have
provided b i r t h d a y cakes, cards and
Christmas gifts for every child. They have
never forgotten anyone.
Thirty-three years later, the dues have
never changed.

New Ministry to Christian College Graduates and Mission Churches

M

ark McLean has begun a new
ministry under the leadership of the
Downtown Church of Christ in Searcy.
"Christian Placement Services" exists to
assist Christian college graduates locate
churches of Christ outside the "Bible Belt"
where their talents will be significantly
utilized in Christian service.
About three-fourths of the members of
Churches of Christ in the United States
live in the "Bible Belt" between east
Tennessee and west Texas. Smaller mission
area congregations need the assistance of
dedicated, college educated Christians.
Christian college graduates are an
enormous asset to these congregations.
Christian Placement Services maintains
a network of information on Churches of
Christ where members are willing to assist
in job networking in order to benefit from
the volunteer ministry of Christian college

graduates. "Vocational Mentors" from
these congregations may be assigned to
graduates to assist with job networking in
their communities and fields of expertise.
In order to register with Christian
Placement Services, congregations must be
outside the "Bible Belt," under 200 in
attendance, with members able to assist in
job networking.
Students complete a graduate profile
within nine months of graduation. On the
basis of their profile, students are put in
contact with potential host congregations
in areas where employment opportunities
exist. It is said that "CPS only arranges
blind dates, not marriages." It is up to the
student and the potential host church to
mutually choose each other and to work
out any details of their relationship. CPS
simply serves as a clearinghouse of
information on available graduates and
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cooperating host churches. There is no
cost for this service from CPS.
Mark McLean, the CPS Director, may
be contacted at 1-800-269-3678, or by
e-mail at mark_mclean@prodigy.com.

Fall Preacher's Retreats
Northern California
at Shenandoah West

Oct. 27-29
Featured Speaker:
Dr. fames Thompson
contact: Curtis Barbarick

(916) 893-8565
Southern California
at CampTanda

Oct. 6-8
Featured Speaker:
Dr. Rick Marrs

contact: Walter Swain
(805) 483-7935

NEWS
53rd Annual National Lectureship Held March 23*27

T

he 53rd annual National Lectureship
hosted crowds of 1600 for worship
and lectures held at the Raddison Hotel in
Sacramento. The theme was "Challenges
Facing the Churches of Christ in the 21st
Century." Speakers such as Jack Evans,
Terrell, Texas; Andrew Hairston, Atlanta;
Calvin Bowers and Billy Curl, Los Angeles;
Chris Goldman, Rancho Cordova; Kevin
Murray, Compton; and Arnelius Crenshaw,
Oklahoma City, spoke on topics such as
"Valuing Marriage in Our Secular Society,"
"Challenging Youth Through Scripture, not
Entertainment," and "Never More Than
You Can Bear."
King E. Morris, the national
coordinator, who preaches for the May
Street Church of Christ in Sacramento,
reported that the National Lectureship had
three main purposes: "To unify the speech
of our gospel preachers so that we can say
with Paul, 'we all speak the same thing and
that there be no division among us.'"
Secondly, Morris continued, to "showcase
the graduates of Christian education,
particularly Southwest Christian College.
And finally, we want to expose our younger
preachers to the national brotherhood."
According to Morris, The planning
committee feels that their objectives were
met and that not only were attendees

"inspired by powerful preaching, but they
also heard some practical solutions to
challenges that await in the 21st century."

A New Song

are the Taites, the Martins, the Huntings,
and the Taylors.
How would an outsider summarize the
San Leandro Church of Christ? Perhaps
with three words. First, Beauty: it is a
church that welcomes all people and assures
them of their great worth. People are
individually transformed and added to the
church, which becomes a garden of colorful
flowers to the praise of God.
Second, Potential: with a corporate
culture of diversity, acceptance, and caring,
the church has the potential to influence a
region—perhaps an entire fellowship—
toward a new vision of grace, truth, and
unity.

— Continued from page 13

puts in 40 or more hours a week. Other
staff members acknowledge her as the 'glue'
that holds much of the work together.
One important ministry of the church is
Shenandoah West, a camp-retreat center in
the foothills of the Sierras purchased in
1968. An excited and energetic team is now
endeavoring to make the "Shenandoah
Experience" better and more wide spread,
ministering to inner-city kids as well as to
church groups. Leading the advancement

Calvin Bowers

Jack Evans

Clyde Muse

Billy Curl

Chris Goldman

Kevin Murray
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Amelius Crenshaw

And the final word is Fragile: just as love
in a marriage is a fragile thing, even so is
the protective acceptance of the church.
Sometimes people forget how precious their
oneness is. Though theology is important,
love is always maintained through great
sacrifice, not constant correctness.
For more than a half century, the San
Leandro church has been learning a new
song. It is a song of different races, cultures,
and economic statuses. A song of God's
People—people who share human failures,
but who know that Christ alone can put
undone people back together again.
The Christians at San Leandro know it
is Jesus who gives them the new song.

NEWS
31 Ministries Featured at Culver
Palms Involvement Fair
by Billie Silvey

I

magine a room full of people moving
among colorfully-decorated tables.
They visit and nibble on snacks. They stop
and talk with the people behind the tables,
signing lists and entering contests. It looks
a little like a trade fair, but it's an October
Sunday at the Culver Palms Church of
Christ.
Culver Palms' first annual Involvement
Fair, held immediately after morning
services Sunday, October 27, gave members
and visitors a chance to learn about the
church's 31 different ministries, talk with
ministry leaders, and sign up to help.
Ministries as diverse as visitation, Bible
Bowl, kitchen, art, athletics, outreach
events and Juvenile Hall were featured. At
the Care Group booth, new enrollees
brought to 150 the members participating
in the church's 20 Care Groups.
About a month in advance, each
ministry leader received a memo informing
them about the fair. Each was asked to
provide a table cover, decorations, a
banner identifying their ministry, sign-up
sheets, and an optional game. Follow-up
phone calls were made to see who wanted
to participate, and follow-up articles

Dan and Judy Anders Honored at
Appreciation Dinner

D

an and Judy Anders will be honored
at the Appreciation Dinner on
Wednesday, April 30 at the Pepperdine
Bible Lectures.

appeared in the church's bulletin
throughput October.
One member was in charge of snacks,
with half a dozen people who weren't
ministry leaders bringing food.
Scaled-down paper tables on a floor
plan of the Fellowship Hall were used to
arrange the tables into broad ministry
areas—special ministries; facilities;
children's education; youth and adults;
community services; outreach; and
encouragement.
Two weeks in advance, a second memo
gave set-up times and repeated the list of
materials for each table.
People
volunteered to help with set-up.
The day of the fair, the Fellowship Hall
was abuzz with the sounds of preparations.
After services, a sizable percentage of the
300-member congregation came downstairs
to see what the church is doing and how
they could fit in.
Dan Anders and Judy Snow were both
born and reared in Dallas, Texas. They
met in Stephenville, Texas, when Dan was
serving as the pulpit minister for Graham
Street (1961-1965), and they were married
on March 1, 1963. Dan graduated from
ACU, magna cum laude, with a B.A. in
Bible and Greek and an M.A. in Bible. He
also earned an M.Div. degree at Fuller
Seminary. Dan and Judy served the Hoyt
Avenue Church of Christ in El Monte,
California, from 1965 to 1969, and during
these years their two daughters, Leigh Ann
and Lara, were born.
The Anders served the Central Church
of Christ in Houston, Texas, from 1969 to
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"I didn't know we were doing so many
things until 1 saw it in such a tangible way,"
one member said. "I thought it was
fantastic," said another. "I just wish I had
time to go around and see what everybody
else was doing," a ministry leader
commented. "When you saw so many
people busy, it made you wonder what you
could do to help out."
The Involvement Fair will be an annual
event. Suggestions included having it
earlier in the month, sending post card
reminders to all members, and providing
lists of the ministries so people could
choose what they wanted to sign up for in
advance.
1985, when they returned to California to
begin their current ministry with the
Malibu Church of Christ. Since 1989,
Judy has served as office manager for the
Religion Division at Pepperdine. Dan is on
the editorial boards of 21 st Century
Christian and Restoration Quarterly and is a
staff writer for Power for Today and Image.
He also writes for Wineskins, Upreach, and
Leaven. He has been honored with
journalism awards from 21st Century
Christian, Power for Today, and Wineskins.
In the course of his of productive ministry,
Dan has conducted over 400 evangelistic
meetings, workshops, and retreats.

NEWS
Long Time Minister "Bud" Watson Mourned

V

irgil M. "Bud" Watson, long-time
minister in the western states, died in
February at the age of 82. Bud and
Charlene Watson, his wife of 60 years,
served congregations in Arizona, Nevada
and California, including six in San Diego
County. Most recently, Bud served as the
associate minister of the El Cajon
Boulevard Church of Christ in San Diego
and worked on the "Know Your Bible"
television program. He retired two years
ago.
The Watsons were honored last year at
the 1996 Bible Lectures at Pepperdine
University for their lifetime in ministry
among Churches of Christ. Bud will be
remembered by all whom he served as a
loving spirit whose life of encouragement
and vigor spread the gospel wherever he
went.
He is survived by his wife, two
daughters, Janice Keeney, Piano, Texas,
and Gerry Castle, Redwood City,

California, five grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.
A memorial service was held at the El
Cajon Boulevard Church of Christ with

b u r i a l in N a t i o n a l City. The f a m i l y
requested memorials be sent to City of
Children, 2785 Reservoir Drive, Norco,
California, 91760

Charlene and Bud Watson received honor for their lives of service at the

Bible Lectures.

1997 SUMMER RELIGION COURSES SCHEDULED
The Pepperdine Religion Division has announced its summer offerings: four courses, each two-weeks in length, meeting on the
Seaver Campus. The courses are:
June 2 -13

June 30 - July 12

The Book of Acts

Preaching and the Literary Forms of the Bible

(Religion 515.21) taught by John O. York,
pulpit minister for the Brentwood Hills Church
of Christ in Nashville, Tennessee.
He holds a Ph.D. in New Testament from Emory University.
(Fulfills a New Testament course requirement.)

(Religion 692.31) taught by David Fleer,
assoiciate professor of Religion and Communication
at Michigan Christian College.
He holds a Ph.D. from the University of Washington.
(Fullfills a Ministry course requirement.)

June 16 - 27

July 14 - 25
Seminar: History of Christianity
(Religion 636.31) taught by Richard Hughes,
distinguished professor of Religion at Pepperdine.
He holds a Ph.D. from the University of Iowa.
(Fulfills Church History course requirement.)

Christian Apologetics: Defending the Faith
in a (Post) Modern Age
(Religion 592.21) taught by Ronald Highfield,
associate professor of Religion at Pepperdine University.
He holds a Ph.D. from Rice University.
(Fulfills a Christian Thought course requirement.)

For more information, call the Religion Division office, (310) 456-4352.
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The Center for the Family at Pepperdine University presents:
BECOMING A MARRIAGE SAVING CHURCH
Fourth Annual Family Ministry Conference
Saturday, May 3, 1997
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Elkins Auditorium
Featured Speakers:
Joe Beam
"The Story of a Marriage Saved."
Randy & Camilla Becton

Vincent & Kathleen Hawkins

Randy and Camilla Becton
"The Gospel is for Real Life Families"
Ron and Lyn Rose
"Maintaining a Faith Focus in Marriage Enrichment"
Dennis Lowe and Emily Scott-Lowe
"Divorce Prevention and Relationship Enhancement"
Stephen and Marilyn Stewart
"His Needs, Her Needs: A Marriage Saving Program
for a Church Setting"

Stephen & Marilyn Stewart

Dennis Lowe & Emily Scott-Lowe

Vincent and Kathleen Hawkins
"Fortifying Families for the 21st Century: Biblical Direction for
Sustaining Families in an Ever-Changing World"
Ron Deal
"Helping Couples Fit Before They Are Tied:
Effective Pre-Marital and Pre-Marriage Counseling"
There is no conference fee; however, pre-registration
is required. For conference brochure, please contact
Sara Jackson at (310) 456-4771

Ron Deal

Joe Beam

Pepperdine University
Department of Church Relations
24255 Pacific Coast Highway
Malibu, California 90263-4270
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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